My Three Years in America

naval departments, as being the only means of bringing the
war to an early conclusion. Week after week we watched for
the hoped-for peace move of President Wilson, which, however,
did not come. At last, in October, the Emperor, upon whom
increasing pressure was being brought to bear to give his consent
to the unrestricted submarine campaign, sent a memorandum-
to the American Government, reminding them of certain media-
tion promises which had been made at the time of the Sussex
crisis.
" When this memorandum, addressed to Mr. Gerard, reached
Berlin Mr. Gerard had already left for America, I, therefore,
cabled the text to Washington and instructed Count Bernstorff;
to hand the memorandum to Mr, Gerard on his arrival in New
York. Count Bernstorff, who had been made fully aware that
the Emperor wished to avert the submarine campaign and a
rupture with the United States, was also informed by me that
the memorandum had been written by the Emperor in person.
For reasons which there is no need for me to mention here, Count
Bernstorff handed the memorandum, not to Mr, Gerard, but to
Colonel House, who certainly communicated it to the President."
The telegram in which the Emperor's memorandum was
communicated to me read as follows :
TELEGRAM IN CIPHER
" Berlin, gth October, 1916,
*f His Majesty the Emperor desires that the following memor-
andum should be handed to Ambassador Gerard on the latter's
arrival.
" Your Excellency should do this in strict confidence and
say that the memoir is not intended to convey a threat of sub-
marine warfare. I should only like you to remind the Ambassa-
dor before his interview with the President of the expectations we
based in the spring on Wilson* and to call his attention to the
t increasing ruthlessness with which the enemy is carrying on
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